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Joplin is an economic and employment center for the Southwest region of Missouri.  
This report details the workers and industries that make this place a hotspot of 
economic activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
   
             

 
 
Joplin’s 2009 population estimate from the 
US Census American Community Survey 
was 48,790 with a median age of 35.3.  This 
is up from the 2000 Census population of 
45,566.  According to the same Census 
survey, 83.1% of residents have attained 
high school graduation.  Healthcare & 
Social Assistance and Manufacturing are 
the two top employing sectors in Joplin, 
making up 33.7% of the 2009 workforce.  
This is down from 2002 when these two 
sectors made up 43.8% of the total jobs in 
Joplin.     
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Discovering Employment  Trends with Local Employment Dynamics  (LED) 

  JJoopplliinn  CCeennssuuss  OOvveerrvviieeww  

Joplin, Neosho, Carthage, Exeter, Monett, Pierce 
City, Webb City and Lamar Heights form the 
largest concentrations of employment in the 
Southwest Workforce Investment Area.  Workforce 
Investment Areas are the result of the federal 
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) which 
funds a number of employment and training 
programs across the nation.    
 
In 2009, 56.4% of all workers in the Southwest 
region were employed in the cities of Joplin 
(35.5%), Monett (7.3%), Carthage (6.9%), and 
Neosho (6.7%).  This is down slightly from the 
2002 levels when these four cities made up 56.6% 
of the workforce.  Other cities in the Southwest 
WIA with more than 3,000 or more jobs include 
Lamar, Cassville, and Webb City.   
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Employment Most Impacted by Tornado Path
Health Care and Social Assistance

Retail Trade
Accommodation and Food Services

Manufacturing
Source: QCEW, Bureau of Labor Statistics

 

 
Industry and Workforce Impacts 
 
In May 2011, the center section of the city of Joplin was hit by an F5 Tornado.  This disaster caused a 
devastating impact to the community in terms of loss of lives, injuries, and structural damage to 
businesses and homes. 
 
Based on the destruction boundary information provided by 
the City of Joplin and employment information from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, over 500 firms or 30% of all 
Joplin businesses were within the storm’s path of 
destruction.  These businesses account for 25% of the 
Joplin employment, more than 9,700 employees.  The 
industries hardest hit include Health Care & Social 
Assistance, Retail Trade, Accommodation & Food Services, 
and Manufacturing.   
 
 
In addition, nearly 500 businesses operate within a half mile of the tornado’s path and likely incurred 
some damage from the storm.  These businesses employ an additional 14,500 workers or 37% of Joplin’s 
city employment.  All together the path of tornado destruction and the half mile buffer region account 
for 58% of the city’s businesses and 63% of Joplin’s total employment.         
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