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Cape Girardeau is an economic and employment center for the Southeast region of 
Missouri.  This report details the workers and industries that make this place a 
hotspot of economic activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Cape Girardeau’s 2009 population estimate 
from the US Census American Community 
Survey was 37,657 with a median age of 
31.6.  This is up from the 2000 Census 
population of 35,319.  Approximately 19% of 
residents age 25 or above hold at least a 
bachelors degree.  Health & Social Services 
is the top employing sector in Cape 
Girardeau, holding over 28% of the city’s 
jobs.  This is up slightly from 2002 when the 
sector employed 27% of the city’s jobs.   
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SSoouutthheeaasstt  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  HHoottssppoottss  
Cape Girardeau, Farmington Sikeston, and 
Perryville form the largest concentrations 
of employment in the Southeast 
Workforce Investment Area. Workforce 
Investment Areas are the result of the 
federal Workforce Investment Act of 1998 
(WIA) which funds a number of 
employment and training programs across 
the nation.   
  
In 2009, 40% of all workers in the 
Southeast region were employed in the 
cities Cape Girardeau (25.5%), 
Farmington (11.6%), and Sikeston (9.9%) 
which is up slightly from 2002 when the 
percentage was at 37%.  Other cities in the 
Southeast WIA with 4,000 or more jobs 
are Dexter City, Jackson City, and Kennett 
City.   

Discovering Employment  Trends with Local Employment Dynamics  (LED) 

CCaappee GGiirraarrddeeaauu  CCeennssuuss OOvveerrvviieeww



MERIC - M

Cape Gi
Scott Co
St. Louis
Bollinge
Perry Co

Total Ca

Top Co
W

 
 
 
 
   

Growing
Cape Gir
evening p
one milli
are in the
Missouri
same rate
 
 
  
Cape Gir
continue 
the same 
counties.
County in
residents
 
Distance &
 

  CCaappee  GG

The Local 
and the age
Destination
where they

 

Missouri Departm

irardeau Coun
ounty
s County
r County
ounty

ape Girardea

ounties Whe
Workers Res

g Communi
rardeau is a g
population o
ion people fr
e healthcare 
i State Unive
e as its popu

rardeau grew
to reside wi
 timeframe. 
  Scott Coun
ncreased 37%
 worked in C

& Direction C

GGiirraarrddeeaa

Employmen
encies in eac
n mapping to
y live, or des

 LLEEDD  OO

ment of Economi

nty

au Jobs

ere Cape Gir
sided in 200

ity Serving t
growing com
on a daily ba
rom five stat
& social ser

ersity with o
ulation over t

w jobs by 9%
ithin Cape G
 Making up 

nty residents
% and Perry
Cape Girarde

ape Girardea

aauu  CCeennss

nt Dynamics
ch state that 
ool allows y
signate wher

OOnn--tthhee--MM

ic Development

16,853
2,701

997
521
516

25,636

rardeau 
02

the Region
mmunity who
asis.  The city
tes.  These h
rvices sector
ver 10,000 s
the past seve

% from 2002 
Girardeau Co

for the loss,
s working in 
y County jum
eau in 2009

u Workers to 

 
 
 
 
 

ssuuss OOvveerr

s (LED) prog
generate and

you to design
re residents l

MMaapp:: WWhh

                      

Cape G
Scott C
St. Lou
Bollinge
Perry C

Total C

Top

ose daytime
y has two sta

hospitals serv
.  Cape Gira
students.  Th
en years.  

through 200
ounty, althou
, however, w
Cape increa

mped by 30%
which is nea

Residence (da

rrvviieeww

gram is a par
d analyze lab
nate either an
live and dete

hheerree CCaapp

Girardeau Cou
County
is County
er County
County

Cape Girarde

p Counties W
Workers

population 
ate of the art
ve as a reaso
ardeau is also
he city’s jobs

09.  The maj
ugh that num
were most of 
ased 23% du
%.  Nearly 1,
arly identica

ark green=10 m

rtnership bet
bor market i
n area where
ermine wher

ppee GGiirraarr

unty

eau Jobs

Where Cape
 Resided in 

more than d
t hospitals th

on that 28% o
o home to So
s have grown

ority of Cap
mber has drop
f the other su
uring this tim
,000 St. Lou
al to the 2002

miles or less, y

tween the U
information. 
e workers wo
e those work

rrddeeaauu  WW

15,0
3,3

9
7
6

27,8

e Girardeau 
2009

doubles the 
hat serve ove
of the city’s 
outheast 
n at nearly th

pe’s workers
pped 10% ov
urrounding 

me.  Bollinge
is County 
2 total. 

ellow=50+ mil

.S. Census B
 The LED O

ork and dete
kers commut

WWoorrkkeerrss LL

096
331
959
713
672

884

er 
jobs 

he 

 
ver 

er 

les) 

Bureau 
Origin-
ermine 
te.   

LLiivvee



MERIC - Missouri Department of Economic Development                       

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

Health Care & Social 
Services

Retail Trade Accommodation & 
Food Services

Educational Services Finance & Insurance

Top Cape Girardeau Occupational Categories

total employment

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growing & Shrinking Industries 
Health Care & Social Services was by far the top employing Cape Girardeau sector in 2009 with 
nearly 8,000 workers.  The Goods Producing sector lost about 35% of its jobs during that span, with 
workers from Cape Girardeau and Scott Counties making up the majority of those losses.  The Trade, 
Transport, & Utilities sector lost only 3% of its jobs overall from 2002 through 2009.  Cape 
Girardeau residents working in this sector declined 35%.  However, nearly every other nearby county 
increased its total workforce to the city’s employment sector by 20 to 80 workers to help make up for 
the substantial loss in Cape Girardeau County workers.   
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