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St. Joseph is an economic and employment center for the Northwest Region WIA 
of Missouri.  This report details the workers and industries that make this place a 
hotspot of economic activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
   
             
 

 
St. Joseph’s 2009 population was 76,063 
according to the US Census American 
Community Survey.  This is up from the 2000 
Census population of 73,829.  According to the 
same Census survey, 84.6% of residents have 
attained high school graduation and 18.3%  have 
at least a bachelors degree.  Manufacturing and 
Healthcare & Social Assistance are the two top 
employing sectors in St. Joseph, together 
making up 39.1% of the 2009 workforce.  This 
is up from 2002 when these two sectors made 
up 31.5% of the total jobs in St. Joseph.     
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Discovering Employment  Trends with Local Employment Dynamics  (LED) 
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The largest concentrations of employment in the 
Northwest Region Workforce Investment Area are 
found in St. Joseph, Maryville, and Chillicothe.  
Workforce Investment Areas are the result of the 
federal Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) 
which funds a number of employment and training 
programs across the nation.    

In 2009, 63.3% of all workers in the Northwest Region 
WIA were employed in St. Joseph, Maryville, and 
Chillicothe.  This is up from 2002 when these three 
cities made up 60.2% of the region’s employment.  
Other cities in the Northwest Region with over 1,800 
workers or more include Trenton, Brookfield, 
Cameron, and Bethany.   
 



MERIC - M

Buchan
Andrew
Jackson
Dekalb 
Donipha

Total S

Top
W

 
 
 
 
 

St. Josep
Western 
Joseph is
city’s ric
quarter o
 
 
 
 
St. Josep
of Misso
6% durin
their wor
Joseph b
from Kan
 
Distance 
 

The Local E
and the age
Destination
where they 

WWhhe

Missouri Departm

nan County
w County
n County
County
an County, K

St. Joseph Jo

p Counties W
Workers Re

h is located 
University p

s the Jesse Ja
h Western h

of its workfor

ph’s job coun
uri’s cities, w

ng that span.
rkerforce nu
ased workfo
nsas City, M

& Direction 

Employment
encies in eac
n mapping to

live, or desi

eerree  SStt..  JJ

ment of Economi

KS

obs

Where St. J
esided in 2

about 60 mi
plays host to
ames Museu
heritage.  St. 
rce involved

nt increased 
workers from
.  The rest of

umbers durin
orce was Do

MO.   

St. Joseph W

t Dynamics 
h state that g

ool allows yo
ignate where

JJoosseepphh  WW

LLEEDD  

ic Development

23,913
2,799
1,647

936
1,184

37,593

Joseph 
002

iles north of 
o the Kansas 
um, the histor

Joseph is als
d in goods pr

by nearly 1
m Buchanan
f the top 4 c

ng this span
oniphan Cou

Workers to R

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(LED) progr
generate and
ou to designa
e residents li

WWoorrkkeerrss

OOnn--tthhee--M

                 

Buc
And
Jac
Dek
Don

Tot

T

Kansas City
City Chiefs 
ric Pony Exp
so a very str
roducing.  

18% from 20
n County wh
county locati
as well.  Th

unty, KS.  In

Residence (dar

ram is a part
d analyze lab
ate either an
ive and deter

LLiivvee??

--MMaapp:: WW

chanan Coun
drew County
kson County
kalb County
niphan Count

tal St. Josep

Top Count
Workers

y right on Int
team trainin

press, and ot
rong manufa

002 through
here St. Josep
ions of St. Jo
he only coun
n 2009, nearl

rk green=10 m

tnership betw
bor market in
n area where 
rmine where

WWhheerree SStt

nty

y

ty, KS

ph Jobs

ies Where S
s Resided 

terstate 29.  
ng each summ
ther festivals

acturing town

2009.  Defy
ph is located
oseph based
nty in the to
ly 1,400 St. 

miles or less, ye

ween the U.S
nformation.  
workers wo

e those work

tt.. JJoosseepphh

25,4
4,3
1,7
1,1
1,1

44,2

St. Joseph 
in 2009

St. Joseph’s
mer.  Also in
s celebrating
n, with nearl

ying the tren
d actually inc
d workers all
op 5 to decre

Joseph wor

ellow=50+mile

S. Census Bu
The LED O

ork and deter
kers commute

hh  WWoorrkkee

 

451
327
747
174
134

222

s Missouri 
n St. 
g the 
ly one 

nd of most 
creased by 
l increased 
ease its St. 
rkers came 

es) 

ureau 
Origin-
rmine 
e.   

eerrss LLiivvee



MERIC - Missouri Department of Economic Development                     

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

Manufacturing Health Care & 
Social Assistance

Retail Trade Accommodation 
& Food Services

Educational 
Services

Construction

Top St. Joseph Occupational Categories

total employment

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growing & Shrinking Industries 
Manufacturing is the top employing sector in St. Joseph with a workforce of 10,129 in 2009.  
The Goods Producing sector’s workforce grew by 38% during this span.  Buchanan County 
residents working in the St. Joseph Goods Producing sector alone grew 35%.  Andrew County, 
just north of Buchanan County, increased its residents working in St. Joseph’s Goods Producing 
sector by 38%.  The Trade, Transport, & Utilities sector jobs grew 3% during this span, as well.  
There were 31% more workers traveling from Kansas City to St. Joseph in 2009 than in 2002.   
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