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Poplar Bluff is an economic and employment center for the Southeast region of 
Missouri.  This report details the workers and industries that make this place a 
hotspot of economic activity. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poplar Bluff had a 2009 population estimate 
from the US Census American Community 
Survey was 16,936 with a median age of 34.8.  
This is down from the 2000 Census population 
of 16,521.  Approximately 74.9 % of residents 
are high school graduates.  Health & Social 
Services and Manufacturing are the top two 
employing sectors in Poplar Bluff, together 
employing approximately 35.1% of the city’s 
jobs.  This is down from 2002 when those 
sectors employed 37.7% of the city’s jobs.   
 
 

SS oo uu tt hh   CC ee nn tt rr aa ll   MM OO   HH oo tt ss pp oo tt   ––   PP oo pp ll aa rr   BB ll uu ff ff   

SSoouutthh  CCeennttrraall  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  
Poplar Bluff, West Plains, and Doniphan 
form the largest concentrations of 
employment in the South Central 
Workforce Investment Area.  Many 
workers in the region also work in 
Springfield in the neighboring Ozark 
Workforce Investment Area.  Workforce 
Investment Areas are the result of the 
federal Workforce Investment Act of 1998 
(WIA) which funds a number of 
employment and training programs across 
the nation.   
  
In 2009, 44.8% of all workers in the South 
Central region were employed in the cities 
Poplar Bluff (24.3%), West Plains 
(16.4%), and Doniphan (4.1%), which is 
down slightly from 2002 when the 
percentage was at 47.7%.  Other cities in 
the South Central WIA with 1,200 or more 
jobs are Houston, Mountain Grove, 
Cabool, and Piedmont.     

Discovering Employment  Trends with Local Employment Dynamics  (LED) 
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Growing & Shrinking Industries 
Healthcare & Social Assistance is the top employing sector in Poplar Bluff making up 21.2% of the 
workforce.  Manufacturing is next with 13.9%.  Poplar Bluff experienced overall job declines of 
3.5% from 2002 through 2009.  The Goods Producing sector declined 23% during this span while 
the Trade, Transport, & Utilities sector lost 6% of its jobs.  The number of Butler County residents 
working in these two sectors declined overall during this span while most other counties had an 
increase of residents working in Poplar Bluff. 
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